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According to the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA), in 2006, U.S. college students downloaded 1.3 billion tracks illegally and only 500 million legally.  A safe harbor provision in the Digital Millennium Copyright Act relieves colleges and universities of possible liability for copyright infringement on campus networks, as long as campuses cooperate with prevention efforts.
 

As the center of the entertainment industry, California is home to many industries currently at risk of online piracy.

 

In 2003, representatives from universities, higher education organizations, and music and motion picture industries formed the Joint Committee of the Higher Education and Entertainment Communities.  The committee provides a range of resources to school administrators in three basic areas: educational efforts (including "best practice" to prevent the unauthorized online sharing of copyrighted works, student responsibility, and implications for peer-to-peer network file sharing), technological solutions (including computer network management technologies available to reduce illegal file sharing and the development of legal, campus-based music and movie/entertainment services), and examining differences and exploring prospects for collaboration on legislative initiatives. 

 

Industry Actions
 

The RIAA's member companies and consultants outreach directly with universities in an effort to educate their communities on the importance of protecting intellectual property.  This outreach has included sending educational packets and Campus Download DVDs to schools in California, maintaining contact and holding meetings with staff representing some California universities, helping to connect technology vendors and legal music service representatives with university officials, running educational advertisements in school papers, and other ongoing activities.  These efforts are fairly recent, and the RIAA intends to continue these activities and to respond to the needs of universities in California.  

 

According to the RIAA, some universities in California are dedicated to making a positive change.  Legal music services have been offered, and blocking or filtering technologies have been put in place on some campuses; but it is a small number compared to the total number of institutions in California.  

 

Federal Action
 

On February 7, 2008, the U.S. House of Representatives passed a higher education bill (HR 4137) that included language requiring colleges and universities to address illegal file sharing.  The bill, which passed 354-58, said the colleges and universities “shall develop a plan for offering alternatives to illegal downloading or peer-to-peer distribution of intellectual property as well as a plan to explore technology-based deterrents to prevent such illegal activity” and report on their policies.  The Committee included a provision for grants to allow colleges and universities to find new “technology-based deterrents.”
 
The Senate passed its version of the bill last July (S 1642), which takes a different approach by subjecting “unauthorized distribution of copyrighted material on the institution’s information technology systems, including engaging in unauthorized peer-to-peer file sharing, to civil and criminal penalties."
 
A conference committee between the Senate and the House will reconcile the differences in the bills. 
 
 
Attachments:
 
1.      Top recipients of RIAA Digital Millennium Copyright Act violation notices
 
2.      California university infringement statistics
 
3.      Joint Committee of the Higher Education and Entertainment Communities: University Policies and Practices Addressing Improper Peer-to-Peer File Sharing
 
4.      "Recording Industry Sues Students for Illegal Downloading," California Aggie
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